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The Naval Postgraduate School's Board of Advisors (BOA) gathered on the university campus to
discuss the role NPS can and should play in an ever-changing national security environment, April
26-27. With board members from all branches of service, both active duty and retired, along with
civilian academic and defense industry leaders, the Board of Advisors' mission is to understand the
issues facing the Department of Defense, and advise NPS on how the institution can help solve
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"Change is coming. I say that as a preamble to our board meeting because the Naval Postgraduate School has
resources that can contribute to the reshaping of national security studies," said Frost. "We have a tremendous
amount of resources here, and we, the board members, are all here genuinely to support the NPS mission, and we
want to help to do everything we can to make this institution thrive and survive. 
 
"Ultimately, at the end of the day, we are here to understand the issues so we can form our role in trying to help
solve them," he stressed. 
 
NPS Provost and Academic Dean Dr. Steven R. Lerman also set the stage for the meeting, providing insight into
how the NPS mission differs from that of a civilian university, enabling the institution to engage in the issues Frost
addressed. 
 
"The most profound difference to NPS' strategic plan is that in most civilian universities, when you read their
mission statements, basically they say they exist for three things ... educate the next generation, advance the state of
knowledge and research, and to do service," said Lerman. 
 
"At NPS, because our mission is to educate the next generation of warfighters, our research mission is tacitly tied to
our education mission," he continued. "We do research here because it is critical to the mission."
 
